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To the Rertiend 


Mr. John Adams Miniſter of the Goſpel at Fal. 
kirk, and Mr. David Plenderleath Miniſters 
of the Goſpel at Dalkeith, Members-of the Sy- 
* of Lothian and Tweeddale. | =» 


CONTAINING 


= Sppplenient to the authentick Narrative, already pu- 

bliſhed in a Letter to ſome of its own Members, of the 

wild anomalous; Proceedings 'of the. Edinburgh Presby- 
tery in a late Proceſs againſt Mr. Webſter, Bo a Pro- 
ceſs 1 carried forward moſt litigiouſly de die in 
diem through a whole Winter, and cortaded at the In- 
ſtance of 90 BODY, in Violation and Contempt of * 
all Laws human and divine; a Proceſs without Pur- bs 
luer and withonr Libel, without Form, without Rule, 
and without ſo much as Confiſtence with its own mon- 
ſtrous ſelf; a Proceſs all along moſt paſſionately diſclam. 
ed and abjured from firſt to laſt by Mr. Dickfon, with 
a Chriſtian Scorn and Contempt df the Presbytery's 8 
peated ſatanical Orders to form a Libel to depoſe Mr: 
Mebſter, and yet a Proceſs wickedly carried on IF? 
the Presbytery in Mr. Dickſon's Name, 


All which Proceedings are now without Appeal to be: re- 
viewed by the Synod; 
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No Hatred is ſo dangerous as that which ſprings from the Feuds and Diſ- 
ſentions of Divines, there is no Sort Exceſs to which they will not give 
into, when not reſtrained by a ſuperior Power, they ſet every Engine 
at Work to hurt their Adverſaries, and employ without the leaſs 
Scruple, in Falſhood, and he blackeſtFrauds to compaſs their 
Ends. | 
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To the Reverend Mr. Apams and 


Mr. PrenperLEATH, &c. 
Edinb. October 31. 1750. 


Dear Gentlemen, 5 on 


” Have no earthly Connexions with you as with ma- 
ny others of the Synod, nor any perſonal Obligations 
pleadable to entitle me to aſk a Favour, or to im- 
| pole a troubleſome Service; yet my Confidence in 
the uncorrupted Integrity, fincere Goodneſs, and equal 
Wiſdom of your general Character s, entitles me thus pu- 
blickly to impoſe on you the Duty of peruſing attentively 
the other printed Letter herewith ſent before, leſt that 
the Synod approve of the incomparable Proceedings there 
recited, had by the unanimous Body of the Edinburgh 
Presbytery, though contradicted, as in Juſtice to them I 
muſt own, by the open declared Judgment of all its wiſeſt 
Members. 5 e 
And another Requeſt J have to make is this, that you may 
ſupport and juſtify the Manner and Competency of my Ap- 


. 
- 


3 directly to the Synod concerning my Licence, I 
o not ſay- the Contents, but the Manner only of the Ap- 
plication to which I am involuntarly conſtrained, both b 
the unprecedented Iniquity and Folly of the Body of the 
Presbytery of Edinburgh, in refuſing to give its own de- 
ciſive final Judgment, though J offered 152 ever to have 
acquieſced and ſubmitted to it in any Terms; and by the 
arbitrary. Supremacy too arrogated by that ſame Sanhe- 
drim Court over Synod and Aſſembly, and every ſuperior 
Juriſdiction of Church or State, in their not only refu- 
ling to refer the Matter to the Synod, as J long ago de- 
Fred, without Complaint or Appeal, but alſo * 
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ſuffer me ſo much as to 


©” BBY 2 

affront their Infallibility by en- 
tring an Appeal in their Books in common Form, againſt 
uch gawlels inſolent. MiſconduR, ſuch groſs -preabyterial 


Papacy, mayn't J call it, and arbitrary Power, more tyran- 


nous and waſteful in the Hands of Prieſts, than. of French 


Kings, and more dreadful in Proportion, as our Intereſts 


in Heaven are more valuable than thoſe on Earth. 
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.- Theſe, Gentlemen, are in ſhort the two reaſonable 


Title Page and. Preamble, I will preſume. upon 
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? Firſt, then, concerning the Letter, you will obſerye, 
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and in my Name did they print and diſtribute a firſt and 
ſecond Edition of their falſe, ſcandalous, and injurious 
Executions, TI uſe their own Words, through every Cor- 
ner of the Town, to the inflaming of every Family, and 
to the endangering of the Lives of ſome tender-hearted 


Cbriſtians, as they themſelves told me, who feared an 


Oath more than the Presbytery. IF | 
I am ſo throughly ſenſible, Gentlemen, both now and 
when writing the other Letter, that the Series of Facts re- 
preſented. and aſſerted in it are ſo aſtoniſhing and reproach- 
ful, that without the Support of invincible Demonſtration 
J could not expect Credit from the Synod or the World, 


and ſo ſhould never otherwiſe have ventured to atteſt 


ſuch a Narrative. Without Proof , uncontrovertible, I 
ſay, nothing ſure could have tempted me before the 


| World to charge on any unhappy Mortals ſuch ouvert and 


atrocious Contempt and Violation of every human and 
divine Law, of Truth, Gratitude, and Equity, not in a 
ſingle indeliberate Act, but through a long Train and con- 
tinued Scheme of premeditated Conduct and ſolemn judici- 
al Procedure, in which, to give the greater Sanction to the 
Villany, the ever bleſſed God himſelf was ſo frequently 
appealed to in falſe, blaſphemous, and unneceſſary Oaths, 
tending to no Purpoſe but to palliate and contradict obvi- 
ous Truths infallibly known to the Conſciences of the 


ec 


Judges, or if doubtful, certainly diſcoverable by Exam 


* 


nation of Parties. ger hh. 440 FE $4. | 
I waited on the Presbytery in September after the Letter 
of ſuch Contents was publiſhed, and with greater Conde- 


ſcenſion perhaps than was dutiful or decent in my inde- 


endent State in Life, I offered an abſolute ſubmiſſive 
Neſerenge of the whole to their Correction and Cenſure, if 
by any Paſſion, Inattention, or Prejudice I had erred : I 
presse my Readineſs to underly any Puniſhment they 
could themſelves inflit, or demand of a Commiſſary Court. 
J offered too moſt chearfully, with Ingenuity becoming a a 
Chriſtian, to make any Reparation, and before the Sy- 
nod's Meeting, to publiſh a Recantation and Amend- 


ment of all or any Part of the Narrative that any of the 


reverend 


6 ) 

reverend Brethren could, as before God, challenge, as either 
falſe, diſguiſed, or miſrepreſented, to the unjuſt Prejudice 
either of the Court, or of any ſingle Member therein na- 


med. But this was too awful and unſafe alſo for the few 


fiery and hot headed Directors of the unanimous Bod 

then to pretend, in a Place where my Proof was at hand, 
as they were ſurrounded with Witneſſes of their own 
Number, and Writings in Court, ſupporting all my Aver- 


ments; and therefore now their looſe Contradictions, if 


they venture to make any in the Synod, cannot be re- 

garded “. . 
Thus much ſeemed proper to ſay concerning the Letter, 

aſcertained in every Sentence by the fulleſt and moſt indubi- 


table Evidence, or, if any ſingle Member can ſo much as 
pretend to diſpute the Facts, he knows manifold Demon- 


ſtration is appealed to; ſo that he at beſt is wilfully ignorant. 
The mixt and various Stile both of that and this Leber will 
be excuſed, as naturally correſponding to the ſurpriſing hi- 


deous Contraſt of ludicrous Folly, and more lamentable 


Wickedneſs diſcoverable in every Paſſage narrated, which 
cannot but at once excite both Indignation and Pity, Re- 
gret and Ridicule. And 


* Be regarded. Since the Diet of Presbytery abovementioned, Mr. 
Robert Walker hath ſuggeſted this Error in one or two Circumſtances 
of my Narrative — I there had aſſerted, that he and Mr. Webſter to- 
| wether, did, on the 26th of October 1748 at Supper, recapitulate to Mr. 
_ Whitefield the Minutes as wrote by him to the Weſt, of. what paſt that 
Evening in the Presbytery concerning the grand Article of 601. Whereas 
Mr. Walker ſays, it was not he, (but Mr. Webſter) who gave Mr White- 
field the Notice, and that it was not at Supper (but either before or 
after it. I ſhall admit the Correction on Mr. Walker's Teſtimony, 
but what then? Still the Mention of the Article in Presbytery, or the 
Exiſtence of the Fact, is equally proven, which yet Mr. Webſter and 
rhe unanimous Body afterwards forgot, no, they without forgetting, 
ſolemnly and judicially denied it once and again. The Circumſtance 
of its being notified to Mr. Whitefield by Mr. Webſter or Mr. Walker 
before, at, or after Supper, avails not to excuſe the infamous Falſhood 
of the whole conjunct unanimous Body, in denying judicially over and 
over again in Court, and in Committees, their Memory of the Mention 
of that ſame Article; while yet Mr. Webſter and they every one ad- 


mit and remember it every where but in the Presbytery, and while | 


even at the ſame Time of their barefaced obſtinate and repeated j 
dicial Denial, they themſelves were diffuſing the Intelligence of it 2 
and wide without Doors, O tempora ] O Moores? 
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And, now Gentlemen, I proceed to ſtate the Caſe of my 
Licence, which with all due Deference, and in a Temper 
entirely prepared for any Reſponſe whatever, I am hum- 
bly to ask of the Reverend Synod, without any previous 
extrajudicial Sollicitation of a ſingle Member, without enga- 
ging the Intereſt of any Faction, or the Interceſſion of any 
done or more Stateſmen, Over. lords, or Patrons.— Theſe 
be the prevailing, and, I hope, peculiar, becauſe very igno- 
minious and graceleſs Arts, by which the conſummate ec- 
cleſiaſtical Prudence of the Edinburgh Presbytery is avow- 
_ edly directed in its Deciſions upon ſuch Matters of Conſci- 
ence, if I may ſpeak it upon the joint Teſtimony, not 
of its Enemies, but of two — named, of its moſt up- 
right high-ſpirited, and of others of its moſt prudent mean- 
ſpirited Members and devoted Friends, and its Refuſal to 
give final Judgment was entirely owing to my Scorn and 
Averſion to ſuch fimoniacal Bribery and Corruption. | 
My Manner of Converſation and habitual Temper of 
Mind from Infancy upwards, through all poſſible Va- 
riety of the moſt important, ſingular, and trying Cata- 
ſtrophes that can occur in mortal Life, is intimately known 
by the moſt cenſorious, rigid and orthodox in the Edin- 
burgh Presbytery, to have been fair and irreprehenſible, uni- 
formly devout, temperate, and benevolent; ſo that with the 
higheſt Apoſtle under the ſame Limitation, meant by him 
in ſomewhat ſimilar Circumſtances, I can ſay upon the 
whole Plan of Life © I have converſed in all good Conſci- 
ence before God until this Day, As 23. 1. 

The real Motive of changing my original, and far more 
gainful Employment for that of the Miniſtry, (firſt reſolv- 
ed, upon the mortifying Tranſlation from me into Paradiſe, 
of an idolized Wife, in the firſt Month of our Marriage, 
which had ſo incurably broke the Heart as to render me in- 
capable for ever of due Attention to ſecular Buſineſs, } 
Will be allowed by my good Friends Mr. Matthiſon and Mr. 
Cuming to have been as rational as their own, and if not al- 
lowed by Mr. Febſ/ter and Mr. Robert Maller, to have 
been apparently as ſelf-denying and diſintereſted as their 
ſuch like Tranſition, leſs imputable to Enthuſiaſm on the 


One 


1 


one Hand, or to mercenary irreligious Views on the other, 


I ſhall ſubmit to an open Compariſon; in the mean Time 
therefore this Circumſtance ſhould create no diſtinguiſhing 


Prejudice, ſince after my Admiſſion into the Number of Preas 


chers of the Goſpel in Edinburgh, under ſeveral Diſadvan+ 
tages, and under the watchful Inſpection of many evil in- 


vidious Eyes, I was ſtill ſo happy as to behave unexcep. 


tionably, and in Character as J had done ſome Time in the 
Fraternity of Writers; and bleſt be God that in certain Expe- 
rience, and to my inexpreſſible Comfort and moſt joyful 
Hope in Eternity, I know there is ſo much of the Spirit of 
Religion and univerſal Goodneſs to be found in the Parlia+ 
ment-houſe, that whatever Difference there is in the Form 
and outward Profeſſion, yet no leſs Degree of real Grace and 
Orthodoxy of Heart, if not greater, is requiſite and neceſſary 
to mantain a worthy Neighbour-like CharaQer there, than 
among the Edinburgh Clergy ; I ſpeak it without'the leaſt 
undue Diſparagement or juit Offence to the individual Mini- 
ſters whom I greatly honour, and without Offence, the beſt 
will hear it; for none ſurely: will diſpute the Truth of my 
Aſſertion, but ſuch as, to their Shame, are as ignorant of 
the true State of Piety and Virtue in the Place, às was E- 
lijah, when upon the Murder of all the Prophets, except 


himſelf, he made Interceſſion againſt 1/ael,” under an un- 


charitable Apprehenſion, that all Religion and Goodneſs had 
lived and died in their Perſons, while yet ſeven thouſand Lay- 
men ſurvived as righteous as he, 1 Kings, 18. 19. Rom. 11. 2, 


In Auguſt 1748 you may have heard that I was called 


by the Edinburgh Presbytery to anſwer for a Treſpaſs, 


which, as I have ſaid too much, I aſk Pardon, and ſhall 
never ſay more to excuſe; yet J may be allowed to re- 


peat the very Words openly and frequently uttered by 


many Brethten of the Presbytery with a generous Fer- 


vour and Zeal, as Words expreſſive of the Senſe of every 
true-hearted Chriſtian, that they wiſhed it mghtbe paſſed 
«©: over in Silence, or buried in everlaſting Oblivion, as un- 
% worthy at leaſt of presbyterial Enquiry; and by no 
1% Means inferring any laſting Blemiſh on a general Cha- 
44% racter.“ Thus they, and not I, and in this charitable 


indulgent 


indulgent Spirit they ah * Conſideration of the Aft 
fair for ſeveral Weeks, while in the Interim many Stratas 
gems for Defence were extrajudicially ' propoſed, well 
known, as T-was told by ſome of the moſt eminent and 
worthy in the Church, in Caſes leſs favourable, ſeveral 
Inſtances were appealed: to, recent and notorious to the 
Edinburgh Presbytery, and to its ſtricteſt Members. As 
mong other pie fraudes, it was propoſed, and deſired, that I 
ſhould but only leave the Matter to others Direction, and 
be paſſive in ſuffering a falſe Certificate of Marriage to be 
uſed for an exculpatory Screen, which the Reverend Preſ- 
bytery neither would nor could they impugn, or reſuſe 
to ſuſtain, ſeeing they themſelves, even the moſt conſcien- 
tious of them, not only allow notorious Falſhoods to be 
atteſted, but do in ſolemn Form moſt regulatly and a- 
vowedly proceed every Day to pronounce the ſacerdotal 
Benedi&ion in Marriage Matters upon Certificates known to 
them to be moſt groſly fabricated and falſe.- I did not chuſe to 
follow any of theſe Meaſures, however canonized by vene- 
rable Example of the unanimous Body: Nor did Jever ſo much 
as ſollicit Favour of one Member. of Presbytery. So they 
were pleaſed, as with my own Conſent and Deſire, to deprive 
me of my Licence on the 26th of October 1748, even 
contrary to the open Voice of many Members, Mr. Lot 
Pry 4 Mullace, ec, &c. and the Inclination of many 
more extrajudicially declared, for this Reaſon: obſerved by 
one, that though Guilt was contracted, yet, ſaid he, Cen- 
ſure was incurred, ſtrictly ſpeaking, becauſe I had ſcorned 
to avoid it by a criminal Method of Exculpation. 
It was at this very unſeaſonable Period, that the Leaders 
of that Sect whoſe Faith worketh, how? by Love, Gal. 5. 6. 
No, but by Antipathy, by Envy, Malice and Evil-ſpeaking, 
invented and propagated among the Brethren, the vile Ca- 
lumny of alledging that I had pocketed, or demanded 60 J. 
of Lady Dirleton's Money, as given to Mr. V biteßela, 
which yet I had never paid out. Whereas the Truth is, 
that T had given out the Money, and inſtead of demand» 
ing it from her, I refuſed to take or to aſk any Part of it, 
when ſuggeſted by Mr, (hwy her Accomptant. 
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Of this and ſome other ſuch like Tranſactions, in 
which I will dare to ſay, the Members themſelves being 
Witneſſes, that more of the true Chriſtian "Temper, of 
Charity and Compaſſion was in my Part exemplified than 
in any thing the collective Body of the Presbytery have to 
boaſt of ſince its Inſtitution.-Of ſuch Mattters, I ſay, of ſecret 
Charity, T was obliged to deſire a peaceful private Enquiry by. 
a Commitree of the Presbytery, while a Libel and Proceſs. 
was diſclaimed both by Mr. Webſter and me, and by the 
Presbytery. Self. vindication was all I aſk'd in things ad- 
mirable and Praiſe-worthy any where but in the Edin- 
zurgh Presbytery. However the unanimous Body follow- 
ed this Method, firſt they extorted the plain Narrative 
of the Truth from me, which upon a Principle of unaf- 
feted Pity, L was very averſe to put into their Hands; 
for their judicative Capacities: in a conjun& Body not one 
good. Man among them would ever ſuffer me to eſteem. 
No ſooner were they poſſeſt of the libellous Stuff, but 
being terrified themſelves to form a Libel (whether from 
Love to Mr. Welter, or other very contrary Principles, 
I leave them to explain) they forſooth impoſe a Satani- 


cal Order * on me to form a Libel according to the Rules 


of the Church, 7. e. concluding; and praying for Depoſiti- 
on againſt Mr. Webſter, after that without either God or 
a good Conſcience before their Eyes they had abſolved 
Mr. Jaller. eo ro np yn rw 

„ Satanical, Order. 1 call the Order Satanical, becauſe no Man 
that is not really half Brute half Devil, void entirely of the forgiving 
Spirit of the Goſpel, and full of the Malice and revengeful Spirit of 


Hell, could ſign the Libel. according to their Order. How to recon? 


cile their warm Exhortations in the Pulpit to a forgiving Spirit, while 
* in the Presbytery, inſtead of orange it themſelves, or even ſuf- 
ering me to forgive, as 1 ſolemnly did, Mr. Webfler, Mr. Walker, 
and all Mankind, _—_ ſub pœna enjoined private Revenge and Per- 
ſecution, is a Task which the unanimous Body of the Presbytery only 
will undertake. In the mean Time, it an all- pardoning gentle Tem- 
per be the Spirit of the Redeemer's Diſciples and of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, whichlis a fundamental Article of my Creed, I muſt alfo believe 
that Obedience to the Presbytery's Order had ſhut up that Kingdom as 
gainſt me, for thereby neither did the Presbytery go in themſel ves, nor 


F ... of me that was entering to go in, Math. xxiii. 13. & puſſim. 
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* T refuſed with Indignation, but the unanimous Body 


8 in the Manner you find narrated in the other 


Letter, till the Matter was concluded by a Sentence that 


will be for ever infamous in the Judgment of every one 
of the wiſe and good individual Members, and of all thoſe 
who have ſo much Erudition as to be able to read Engliſh  * 
with or without the Help of Spectacles, or of Mr. L:ind/ay's 
green diſcolouring Glaſſee. goes > 
In the Courſe of this moſt ſcandalous Proceſs I entered 
two Appeals, by both which I was certain in the Aſſembly 
of reverling the only two Sentences: paſt in Presbytery 
that are not felo de ſe; of this I was, I'fay, aſſured, for 
a very remarkable and ſingular Reaſon, viz. both the 
Queſtions judged by the Presbytery did once occur in an- 
other Court, in one of which I myſelf was a Party, and 
Mr. Webſter was a Party in the other; and there the ſu- 
reme Arbiter of Law and Equity in the Nation was the 
Judge, who deigns alſo. to repreſent the Presbytery of 


Edinburgh in the Aſſembly; in both Caſes too all the 
eminent Lawyers who aſſiſted Mr. Webſter in the Com- 
miſſary- Court, and are alſo Aſſembly Members, were 


concerned as Counſellors; and yet in both not only was 
Judgment given contrary to the Sentence of the Presby- 


| tery, but the contrary Doctrine in both Caſes, was, upon 


Principles of common Senſe, received and admitted as in- 
diſputable Maxims, by Judge and by Counſellors on both 
e ag rn 94 

Er: | This 


be Reader will here naturally be ſurprized how Mr. Web- 
 Feer's Conſcience allowed him to ask and take the legal Benefit of 


amining a Party under Libel and Perſecution in the Parliament 
Noule, while yet he in a ſimilar Caſe, and even free of a Libel and 


Purſuer, a pardoned Criminal, refuſed to ſubje& himſelf to an Exami- 


nation in the Presbytery, and how the Presbytery encouraged this In- 
iquty.— I know no Salvo but by diſtinguiſhing Perſons and' Places, 
and ſuppoſing that Truth and Equity are quite diſtin and contrary 
Things in the Old Kirk Iſle and in a College of Juſtice; and that the 
Rule of doing to“ others as we would have others do again towards 


| yo, is either regarded in the Presbytery and by Mr. Webſter, as an 


nterpolation from Pagan Morality into the Goſpel, or is one 
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This infallible Aſſurance of a ane! might have 


encouraged my proſecuting the Appeals, but I had no 
Spirit for it, nor could it ſerve any good Purpoſe, other 
than to reveal the Myſteries of Abomination committed 


in the Presbytery; and though this was my Duty, ag 
poſlibly the Synod may think it now-theirs, yet no In- 


tereſt being connected with it, I was perhaps too eaſily 
erſwaded to drop them, for Peace and ompaſſion's Sake, 
which at any Rate was a great unmerited Compliment to 


Mr. Webſter, and to the Directors of the unanimous 


Body. 


Criminals and Crimes, as it was meant to import, com- 
mitted, or that was in the Power of the unanimous 


dy, or all, or any concerned, Judges, Parties, and Witneſ- 
ſes, to commit againſt me. This I did, when Crimes had | 


been already perpetrated, for whichif they are ever brought 


under Review of a College of Juſtice, the Judges and Arg - 
would be ſent to the Pillory ; at leaſt, if not the Edinburgh 
Presbytery and its Members, yet aud. civil Magiſtrate, Lay. 


would by ſuch Pra- Ys 


man, or inferior Judge i in the L 
ctices incur that Fate. | 
And at the fame Time of granting the "Pe"! OY I 


challenged their threatened Cenſure, or their Abſolution, 


which ſoever of them the unanimous Body pleaſed to 


diſpenſe for theſe things which will be to me for Praiſe | 


and Honeur and Glory at the coming of Jeſus. And they 


were pleaſed: thereupon to. diſmiſs the whols: Affair, and : 


drink to Peace and good Friendſhip. 


This Concluſion happened in F. ebruary or March 1749, = 
And by it I apprehended ever FY Bar was remoyed” that 


ſhould hinder the Reſtoration o But 1 


my Licence, 


was miſtaken, for no ſooner was my univerſal Pardon re · 

corded, and thereby Mr, V. ebſter and the Directors of th 
eine Ply W 28 1 ry e From furthey 
„ 5 Piguet c 


a x: 
” — . * 


27ie vont to be 1 . which are laid on hier Men's Shoulder; * 7 
pho excem themſelves, Math, Xxiti, 4% 


And beſides this, 1 ſubſcribed a ſolemn judicial Remif 
ſion, very beneficial to Mr. . ebſter and Mr.. Walker, | 
for by it they were ſaved in the Commiſſary Court, of all 


” FWW | 
Trouble, than they diſcovered more of the Spirit, of 
Levi than of Chriſt, amore & amicitid, ſi non odio- & ira, 


? vacui, half the Character of Salluſt's Judge. For I appli- | 


ed in April for the Licence by a Letter to Mr. Cum: 
then Moderator, writ in a Strain which would have es 


and ſoftned Judge Jeffreys or General Kirk. Lincloled the 


Licence itſelf, and left it ſubmiſſively in the arbitrary Power 


of the Presbytery to cancell or reſtore it. I offered to 
acquieſce in any Sentence without Complaint or . Diſla; 
tisfaction with them, or Appeal, be it redelivered, or with, 
held for a Month, an Lear, or a Lifetime, as it ſhould 
ſeem meet to them; only, as it was inconvenient for me 


to be continually in Edinburgh, I deſired, before I left their 


Territory, to have their final Sentence. If it might have 
any good Influence, I told them my Circumſtances were: 
ſo ſuperabundantly full and ſuitable to my higher Birth, that 
they might eaſily believe no Regard to a Stipend prompt- 
ed me to ask a Licence; on the contrary, I gave them 


* 


Aſſurance that I ſhould not take a 5 dil for preaching 


the Goſpel, for ſeven Years, or for Life. . 
Mr. Cuming, anxious for the Succeſs, thought fit, be. 
fore preſenting it, to adviſe with Mr. Stevenſon of the 
Propriety of an immediate Application, who, together 
were of one Chriſtian Mind, but perſwaded me to dela 
« it, for © that the Mention of it that Day, as they ſaid, 


| © would ſet the Court on Fire; and they wiſhed there- 


c fore I would wait till the Humours of others ſub» 
© ſided, c.“ To their Honour I repeat their own 
Language; and I am ſorry that IE that there 
are even ſome Miniſters of the Goſpel and Followers of the 
Lamb, of ſo cankered and peeviſh Conſtitutions, that the 
Sun ſhould, not only in his diurnal but annual Revoluti- 
on, go down and riſe again too on their unabating 
Wrath, ee 1 | x Wee as, A 

About this, Time I was adviſed, by one well able to 


iS | 2 the Point in the Aſſembly, to appeal, in caſe of Dif- 


ficulty or Heſitation; there, I ſay, the Requeſt, without 


doubt, muſt have: been granted, not _ Foy ge 5 
riends ſo much. 


25 


- 


nexions, or by the Intereſt of ſuppoſed 
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T4 
ns upon this ſingle Medium, that it was eaſily proveable, 
that, comparing myſelf with myſelf, which without Vanity 
may be done, I muſt be found far better and wiſer than T 
was fome Years ago, when, with the Approbation of the 

Edinburgh Presbytery, I received my Licence. | 

For this Reaſon I renewed my Application to the Pref: 
bytery which met in the Beginning 0 of May, intreating, as 
before, that they might give their Sentence on any Terms, 
or begging, that otherwiſe they would pleaſe to refer i it 
to your Court, or the Aſſembly then at hand. 

In this Application, J propoſed, in order to remove 
any either res or pretended Difficulty of Conſcience, chat 
a Committee of Mr. Lindſay and two others of the Mem- 


bers there named, who had acted the moſt extravagant 


Part, might be directed to meet with me; in whoſe Re- 
port to the Presbytery I was willing to acquieſce; and to 


them, though it was not proper in Court, I offered the 


Review of Minutes more genuine, and of another Nature 
than thoſe of the Edinburgh Presbytery, from which they 
might know, to the Diſgrace perhaps of their own, in 
what Manner my Life from Day to Day is paſſing, and 
what Sort of Reflexions T have made with myſelf on the 
Subjects of the presbyterial Enquiry.— However fooliſh 
like it may be, I will take Leave here to tranſcribe a Me. 
morandum from a Period when Mr. Lindſay was ſaid to 
be dangeroufly ill, in OFober 1748, and while I was al. 
ſo confined, unable to viſit him.“ The Day to be ſpent 
« in Faſting and Prayer for Mr. Lindſay's Recovery and 
„ Preſervation, though it might be better for him 10 de. 

« part and be with Chriſt, yet as a Bleſſing to his Family, 
tc . flouriſhing to lateſt old A Age, and bringing forth Fruit 
« in the Courts of our God.” ? 

And this Gentleman was no ſooner reſtored to Health 
and the Presbytery, than he ſpoke of it in a Manner as 
one painful Grievance in his Confinement, that he could 
not attend the Presbytery to have given T Ay 1 
gainſt the Lenity of their Sentences.” 

1 was entirely willing to undergo the ntricteſt Serutiny of 
Morals, or- of Capacity; but I ſoon found that neither. a 
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Regard for one nor other, as the Members faid them) 


| ſelves, was to determine the Presbytery; but ſtill they re- 


fuſed either to vouchſafe to give their own Judgment, or 
to refer the Matter to another Court; or to a Committee 
of their own, Numbeen an; 1, ade be 25, 
I waited with Submiſſion for a Month or, two, during 
which Time, I took Occaſſion to converſe with moſt Part 
of the Members of the Presbytery ; all of which, except 
three or four, who will not thank me for naming them, moſt: 
zealouſly profeſt a Readineſs to aſſiſt me to the outmoſt of. 
their Power, tho? indeed I muſt own, many of them ſpoke 
with Jealouſy of one 'another.—Since however it. was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for me to have. one. Sort of final Sentence, 

r another, and that I was content to ſubmit on any Terms. 
1 therefore in June wrote a. ſhort Letter yet extant, 
preſented by the Moderator to the Presbytery, in the 
moſt modeſt dutiful Terms, repreſenting, that though 
they knew I had declared my Willingneſs to ly under 
perpetual Deprivation without Appeal, if they pleaſed to 
inflict it; yet that, if I had not miſtaken the Meaning of 


Words, the Majority, by far, of the Presbytery, had en- 


couraged me to apply to have my Licence reſtored, and 
OED I deſired they might appoint a Diet in the Af 
ternoon to receive the Petition for this Purpoſe. This they 

granted and, notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of a few, the 
| 7 to meet and receive it in the 
Afternoon. 


* 


I had been told that it was proper to deſire ſome Mem- 


ber to preſent the Petition, and as the Majority had ap- 
pointed a Diet for the welcome Reception, this ſeemed 
no Difficulty; however, by this trifling Circumſtance, 


the Grant was poſtponed that Day, for I meant to put 


the Honour on Mr. Webſter. And {thus to teſtify afreſh 
my Forgiveneſs, I ſent for him between Diets at Dinner- 
time, but Mr, Z/eb/teris not a Gentleman of ſuch De- 


 licacy. as to be ſenſible of the Compliment, for he de- 


clined it; and was excuſed by the Presbytery for a whole 
'Twelyemonth's Abſence. I could heartily excuſe him too, 


if he had been reſtrained from Appearance on, ſuch an 


ccaſion 
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ordinary Diet in the Month of July). 


3 

Occaſion by the W of bl own moſt hypoeritical 
and guilty! ſecret Intrigue for Years with Mrs. Webſter 
before Marriage, into which he was either ſeduced by 
her, or was- the Seducer, in a moſt ungrateful deliberate Vio- 
lation of all the Ties of Duty and Honour to that Fami- 
ly, wherethe was ſo hoſpitably entertained in the Character 
of a Chaplain, at the very Time while he was robbin 

them of the moſt valuable Treaſure; for which flagrant 
Crime, and the moſt irregular Marriage, in which it eon- 
cluded, - he hath yet incurred no Cenſure. But this can 
ſcarcely: be ſuppoſed to have been his Motive, fince now 
he is ſafe, as the Scandal is preſcribeeeeeel. 


Under this Diſappointment, without calling another Mem- 
ber, I myſelf preſented the Petition or moved it, and yet to 
my Aſtoniſtiment the Presbytery would give no Anſwer 
whatever. Let it always be remembred from firſt to laſt T ask- 
ed not my Licence peremptorly, but only prayed for any Sort 


of final Sentence at all; to which I was willing to ſubmit. 


hey 


would give none, but delayed it till their next 
And again that Day I renewed my Petition in the Fores 
noon, upon which one Member was pleaſed to object, that 
the Court was thin, and the Matter too folemn to be'raſhly 
determined, and moved for another Delay. Againſt Delay 
I at any Rate objected; but againſt nothing elfe, and then 
Ideſired therefore moſt ſubmiſſively to know, whether they 
were to proceed upon Reaſon, or Argument, or if they 


were to give Judgment merely ex arbitrio, in which laſt 


Caſe I had nothing to object; but if they deſigned or deſir- 
ed to reaſon on the Matter, Thoped they would be ſo equi- 
table, as to let me hear their Objections. For this Pur- 
poſe they appointed a Meeting in the Afternoon, when Mem- 
bers were to ſpeak out their Minds; but, by an unprece- 
dented ridiculous Act, the Presbytery in the Forenoon, I 
found, had reſtrained the Presbytery in the Aſternoon from 
determining the Matter.— So in the Afternoon I had no- 


ching to demand of the Members chapterly conveened, but 
that they would with Ingenuity, asbefore God, and before one 


another, calmly tell each for himfelf, Les or No, did he 4 


wi Ss 


cline to vote in Preſbytry to reſtore as they had individually encou- 


raged me to believe, or had I miſtaken them, or were their Minds 
changed? My Buſineſs and chief View privately was, to extort be- 
fore Witnefles ſome Thing that I miglit depend upon, either pr or 
con, but with what conſummate ecclefiaftical Prudence did the 
Mcmbers behave, let the eleventh Member that ſpoke tell, out o 

the warmth of a good Heart, tho” very ſatirically againſt theſe that 
preceeded, ſaid he, many Reverend Fathers have ſpoke before me, on 
a very plain Queſtion, and there hath not been a Yes or No, nor one 
imprudent plain Word uttered to the Purpofe, from which it could 
be underſtood what they would be at; according their Example 
therefore he added, I will ſpeak nothing to the Purpoſe either. Af- 
ter him, up ſtarted the Gentleman who was the firſt that bid me ſeek 
back my Licence, and he as it had been foretold me, To I was not 
ſurpriſed, was the firſt who voted againk granting it; next to 


to diſgrace every Member that differed from him with te Hoods ar 
Bells, as he in his own Stile expreſt the brutiſh Appengages, which 


* » 


Hiitherto I beg it may be obſerved, and all the Members as well 
us the Minutes will atteſt, That all my Behaviour and my Petitions 
to the Prefbytry were as full of Deference and Submiſſion, even to 
any arbitrary Judgment it could give, as the Pope could defire, * 
Aereaſter the Conduct of the Preſbytry was ſuch as could not but 
irritate the moſt patient and peaceful of Men, and will excuſe any 
extraordinary Warmth of IT emper 8 Expreſſion. | * 

| -Ar 


4 — — 2 ” - * — — 
— — — _——— — 
— — — — — — 


* » 
— - _— 4 
— —Q2B„—ꝛßꝛſ— — —— Q — w oo — 
ay = Pa" 


I 


— — — — * 
1 7 


— 


the Requeſt. 


( 18 
At the laſt abovementioned Diet in July, it was exceedingly re- 
markable and imputable to an uncommon Degree of ſpecial Forti- 
tude and Grace in three of the moſt eminent in the different Subdi- 
viſions of good Men in the Preſbytry, into Orthodox, Benevolent, 
and Whig-Parties*, that one in each, tho' unſolicited, openly de- 
clared, even in the Preſbytry, for reſtoring the Licence with as 
much Keeneſs upon Principles of Honour and Conſcience, as a Chap- 


lainary, or a new Semi-chaplainary could have prompted in the moſt 


mercenary, and the Diſhonour too to be incurred by the Preſbytry's 
Delay was by them, as in the Spirit of Prophecy, openly and du- 
tifully foretold. 5 1 
At the Meeting in the End of Auguſt, I offered my Petition a-. 


* y oy 


in, and defired in it, that the Court might call upon theſe three 


| Sa as my unacquainted, volunteer, unbribed and uninſtu- 


Qed Counſellors, to ſupport their own Judgment, and vindicate the 
Petition given in. I told alſo that Mr. Glen would join as I was aſ- 
ſured, not by private Promiſe, as from others, but by the Wiſdom, 
Steddineſs, and Candor with which he acted all along.---His Objec- 
tion being removed, which was the only rational one that ever was of- 
fered, I truſted that he would vote oe. ; and ſo he did. But 


What did the unanimous Body? When the Petition was moved, I 


obſerved, firſt, That the Meeting was thinner than the laſt in July, 
and that not one of my Counſellors were within Doors. So I deſir- 
ed a few Minutes Patience, and I ſent inſtantly to the Street and 
Forreſter s Wynd to call them in; -- but behold the conſummated ec- 
eleſiaſtical Prudence of the cunning Directors of the unanimous Bo- 


1 
& 


dy ; they who laſt Day, would not ſuffer the important Requeſt to 
be granted in an Hour by twenty, now they judge the Matter in a 


Minute by ten; I mean by an inferior Number, and that before ſo | 


much as one of my Counſellors arrived. And what Sort of a Judg- 


ment did they give? Why, truly none at all, in Effect, but a new 


Dilator ; for they refuſe not finally, but only at this Diet, to grant 


This new Delay I ſuppoſed Was deſigned to ſerye no Purpoſe, but 


to oblige me to renew my Petition next Month, in which again | 


begged only a final Sentence; but before the Month expired, feve- 
ral of my good extrajudicial Friends as the Members were all almoſt 


as friendly to me as to the D----- of C ed, ſo far as all gover- 


ning eceleſiaſtical Prudence would permit, were ſo kind as to cx» 


plain the principles on which the unanimous Body of the Preſbytry | 


acts, at leaſt, thoſe act who appeared in the Oppoſition, by telling 


me, that they and the unanimous Body were to be perſuaded no other- | 


| HWY is wiſe 
* I mean thoſe that are more remarkably ſo, for they are all in a good 
Meaſure, orthodox benevolent Whigs. OE oO” DES 


Ss « o a %S -4 *. L . . * 
* 
1 
1 
my 


. 2 r 2 r .is. ti 


Q eK 
bytry | 
elling | 
other- | 


wile | 
| good | 


51 


„ % LT a 3b. 
wiſe to yote in this Queſtion of a but by the Nodd or Sol- 
licitation of this and the other great Man on whom they depended, 
and to whom I might have Acceſs. Particulars were inſtanced, which 
it may be offenſive to repeat, but if neceſſary ſhall be done; in the 
mean Time I ſhall not enlarge on ſuch a direful Suppoſition, for 
which any Member would be extruded from the Parliament-houſe 
cum ſtigmate, nor ſhould I ever have publickly mentioned it, unieſs to 
juſtify myſelf from the Imputation of being the firſt Author of ſuch 
an opprobious Alledgance, however univerſally believed. 
Such Confeſſions from its own honeſt Members could not but fix 


in my Mind a very —_— and diminutive Idea of the Body of the 


Edinburgh Preſbytry, ſo deſpiſed and vilified by the individual Chri- 
ſtians that compoſe it; and neither my Conſcience nor my Honour 
could ſuffer me to ſubmit to ſuch baſeſt, moſt athieſtical of all ima» 


ginable Bribery and Corruption. | 
I applied again in September, without following the ſimoniacal 
Meaſures propoſed, and ſo as it was predicted by Mr. Cuming, I 
found the Application unſucceſsful, for fill the unanimous Body 
refuſed a final Sentence.---In October I applied again, and intreated 
if they themſelves would not decide, that they would ſuffer, at leaft, 
the Queſtion to be carried by reference to your Synod in November 
laſt : This Propoſal I made upon Mr: Carmichael's really wiſe 
and good Suggeſtion, that I might not affront and exaſperate the 
Pride of the unanimous Body by Complaint or Appeal, but this Re- 
ference the unanimous Body alſo refuſed; and at this Time Meſſrs. 
Stevenſon and Cuming perſuaded me to forbear the Appeal to that 
Synod, telling me that nothing now witheld the Licenee, but the 
Reſentment of the (unchriſtian) Brethren for ſome tog free Reflecti- 
ons ſuch as theſe before mentioned, which I had been provoked to make 
in open Preſbytry ſince July. Lo remove this Barr, I with more than 


| deſired condeſcenſion, offered to withdraw the Papers wherein theſe 


were contained, and to cancel every Charge of Crimes however un- 
pardonable and hainous, that J had made on the unanimous Body 
and particular Members. I offered alſo, to cancel the Licence in 
their Preſence, and to trouble myſelf with applying to them no more 
for ever, if they were {till diſpoſed to refuſe my Requeſt :---To this 


| Purpoſe, a Paper was drawn up and gratefully approven by ſome of 


the guilty Brethren, in Preſence of Principal Miſbart, Mr. George 
Wiſhart, Mr. Jardine, Mr. Williamſon and many others of the 
Members, which to the great Satisfaction of every one of them, I 
promiſed to offer to the unanimous Body, and to exalt my Honour 
and Peacefulneſs above all Example, I was intreated by one Mem- 


ber, who had reaſon to be terrified, that I would print no more. 


Epen, that Favour alſo, I engaged moſt chearfully to grant, and be- 
ſides, all L begged of theſe Members, was to know what more could be 
| = ſuggeſted 


( 294 ) : 
ſuggeſted, to bring the unanimous Body ſo far to its right Senſes as 


to give a Aniſhing Deciſion: But nothing further cou'd be deviſed. 
"The Paper was preſented, but the Body of the Preſbytry unani: 


mouſly refuſed it :---After this Refuſal, 1calmly offered then to verify 
all I had afferted, and if they would allow, 1 offered to form a Li- 


bel, ſo be only that no cruel Puniſhment was inflicted on the guilty 

Brethren.--- This the unanimous Body alſo refuſed, Next what was to 

be done? Who could forbear exclaiming againſt this Preſbytry ? 
refuſing either to allow me to withdraw the Charge, or to verify it. 
Did. they ſuſpect the Truth of any Thing I had afferted ? No, that 

they don't pretend, the Witneſſes were in their own Conſciences, 
and full Evidence can eaſily be extorted.----And yet they would not 
allow this fmothered Truth to be for my Vindication judicially aſ- 

gertained by Libel or otherwiſe ; No, they would not. Why? Be- 
cauſe they would not.----A fine Preſbyterial Reaſon for not vouch- 
ſafing the juſt Privilege all Mankind have to vindicate themſelves in 
pu Hint in Britain; a Privilege, which no Judge in the Nation, 
but the Edinburgh Preſbytry dares refuſe, even tho? the Complainer's 
Character had been as infamous, as by ſuch arbitrary Madneſs, the 
unanimous Body is like to make itſelf; ſtill Juſtice is equally due to 
the Chriſtian and the Prieft, the Saint and the Devil, and legal En- 
quiry is demandable equally by the King and the Subject of every 
different Characters | ATE 


In regard to Mr. Carmichae!'s real Innocence and Generoſity, I did 


not at this Time mention the Story of my providing for Lady Dirleton's 


Penſioner, nor ever indeed ſooner than I mentioned it in my printed Letter, 
and then when I defir'd an Enquiry, the Presbytry refuſed it, as relating to 
a res judicata, which is a groſs Falſhood, for it hath no more Connection 
with any Thing beſore, than all groſs Sins and Sinners have with one ano- 
ther. Mr. Guming,. on a ſolemn Occaſion, in a late pathetick Addreſs, 2- 
mong others, to Mr. Carmichael, Mr. Webſter and Mr. Pitcairn, repreſent- 
ed them as ſo many Caint, whoſe curſed ſaying it was (Mr. Cuming's Words) 
Am 1 my Brother's Keeper, if they ſuffered any ſuch dreadful Guilt to ly 


on their Brethren, if not on themlelves. Whether this hath ſo touched 


However 


their Conſciences, as to bring the Matter to Light, at their-private Cen- 


ſures To-morrow, I know not; however it is ſufficient for me to aver and of: 
fer to prove, That in the Annals of this Church, there is neither ſuch an In- 
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{tance to be ſound of exalted Chriſtian Charity as I there practiſed; nor ſuch 
a ſcandalous, malignant Calumny, as the Reverend Brethren extracted out 
of it But ceaſe any Complaints: The Diſciple i, not above his Maſter, nor 


the Servant above his Lord. It is enough, and infinitely more than enough, t het 


the Diſciple be at his Maſter, and the Servant as his Lord, if their calumnt- 

ous Predeceſſors in Spirit and Office: have called the Maſter of the Houſe Bel. 

zebub, bow. mach more. ſhall they call them of his Houſbold :* But there is no- 
bing cevered that ſhall. uot be revealed, and nothing hid that ſhall nit be in, 
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before the Commiſſary Court, where the original Tranſgreſſors pled 


racter of pardoned Criminals, 


| pronounce ſuch a Sentence, which, without any Trial, 1 


-— Can ds 
However J ſubmitted to all this Iniquity, and carried the Matter 


the Remiſſion I had granted them, and were diſmiſi d in the Cha- 


Reg Toh. 0 ieee - wand 
I repeated my Applications monthly through the Winter, intreat» 
ing the Preſbytry would either cancel or reſtore my Licence, or pro- 
nounce one Sort of definitive Sentence or other. But all was in vain, 

unleſs to give new Occaſions of diſcovering the Spirit of the unanimous 
Body.----For now in December I think it was, that it appointed a 
Commitee to examine and review all my Petititions ſince the Conclu» 
ſion of Mr. Webſter's Proceſs and my ill;requited Forgiveneſs of him 
and the Prefbytry.---I remonſtrated, I offered again and again either 
to withdraw the Charge, or to verify every Word of my Aſſertiona, 
which of them the Prefbytry pleaſed to direct; and if; neither of 


theſe was to be allowed, no Purpoſe but a, wicked one could be fer- 


ved by a ſecret Commitee's reviſal of them in my Abſence, for they 
ermitted not a Hearing, nor even ſo much as the Preſence of the 
arty.---But I found, as before, that it was yain to reaſon with the 
unanimous Body in the Preſbytry-hayſe, as fucceſslefs, and more 


diſhogourable than to fight with the Pope in Rome z ſo Iſuffered them 


to proceed, upon their Promiſe ſolemnly given, That no Judgment 
{ſhould paſs on that Cammitee's Report, without a Hearing, ---But no 
ſolemn Promiſe, it ſeems, is obligatory on the Preſbytry for a Month; 
Circumſtances change every Hour to break their Engagements, which 
reſcribe thus aſſoon as they are uttered ; for when the Committee's 
.eport was read next Month, and I inſiſted, That, agreeably to 
all Law, Equity, and common Senſe, and their own Promiſe toa 
given by Mr. Lindſay's Mouth, I ſhould have an Hour's Sight or 
Reading of it, and Leave given to offer ObjeQions againſt its being 
turned to a Sentence ; the Court peremptorily refuſed and imme 
diately entered it into their Record as a ſolemn-Decilion, | 
And what is its Import? Why, truly it is of ſuch an accurſed, at - 
bitrary and illegal Import, that, not to ſpeak of the Power of the 
King, Regents or Parliament of Britain, to refuſe a Hearing to the 
Petitlon of Augmentatibn, the French King dared not, himſelf, to 
ſhould de- 
prive any of his molt undutiful Subjects, of an Hearing at leaſt, of 
any Petition they think fit to preſent ; but the Edinburgh Preſby- 
try did: For, inſtead of a plain Refuſal or a Grant of the Licence, 
inſtead of either cancelling it according to the Mind of the , unani- 
mous Body, or reſtoring it according to the Mind of almoſt all the 


| individual Members, declared extrajudicially, either of which I de- 


fired and demanded, , the Court reſolves to give no Judgment, and 
what is worſe, they reſolve to receive no Petition afterwards, on 
which I could found an Appeal to the Synod, with Reſpett to any 
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Matters either before heard, or ſuch as were mentioned in my Pe- | 
titions on which all Hearing had been refufed. ae | 
- Such are the Terms of the well contrived Sentence which Mr. | 
Cuming, Chairman of the Commitee in whoſe Names it was framed, | 
openly in the Preſbytry, ſuppoſing both the Commitee and the un- | 
niamous Body down-right Idiots, told at preſenting it, that it was | 
meant to be no Judgment at all concerning the Licence ; it was on- 
ly a Judgment, that no Judgment ſhould be given, ſo that I might '@ | 
renew the Petition for it, next Preſbytry Diet; and indeed fo I | 
found that at my next Appearance, the whole Court look'd back on t 
the Judgment with Shame and entire Neglect. . = 
I deferred this next Appearance of mine perſonally, for three or Y 1 
four Months, *twixt January and May laſt, hoping that ſome Tine 
or other, the Members would carry their Pulpit Tempers and F 
their common Reaſon into the Preſbytry-houſe ; but in this Interval | 
their Conduct was as curious as ever, for I fent two Petitions to the 
preſbytry moſt legal and inoffenſive in March and April, which | 
were duly received by the Moderator; and by him delivered over to 1 
a Commitee, in direct Contradiction to the ſolemn, abſurd Refolu- F 
tion, to receive no Petitions, But leaſt this Idiotry ſhould appear, 
the unanimous Body acted more abſurdly in not entering the res I 
geſta, i. e. the Receipt and Order on theſe Petitions in their Minutes, { 
I therefore called for the Petitions to take them back again; but 2 
this I cannot either obtain. They received them becauſe they knew 
no Britiſb Court dare refuſe to receive a Petition, but leſt their own | | 
Minutes ſhould further diſgrace themſelves, they did not ſuffer the / 
Truth to appear in their Record, 1 | 
In one of theſe Petitions, I begg'd their Leave fubmiſhvely to ap- 
ply to the Synod in May, for their Judgment, or defir'd the Preſby- 
try to refer it. But when I called for the Deliverance or Judgment 
from the Clerk, I found my Petition and all gone, neither he, nor 
the Moderator, nor the Minutes, could either give me the Preſby- 
try's Judgment, nor my own Petition back. | 
By theſe juggling and legerdemain Tricks, another Synod and a- 
nother Aſſembly paſt over in May, without a poſſibility of my Ap 
plication as the Law entitles. wo, 9885 
In the End of May, I returned perſonally to the Preſbytry, and 
offered a new Petition eoncerning the Lincence, which Petition I 
deſired firſt to know if they were to hear and receive, or to refuſe 
Hearing, according to their Winter Decree.----The whole Body 
was ſo confounded at the oddity of their diſtracted Reſolution, to re- 
ceive no Petition, and knowing alſo, that they had before received 
two Petitions, that they were aſhamed at the very mention of it, 
and diſregarding it as more ſcandalous than any Pope's Edict, they 
as ſolemnly decreed for the recovering ſo much of their Honour, t 
7 "4 | | | 16e 
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receive the Petition, as they had 3 decreed to receive none. 
The Import of this Petition; was to intreat, that if they would not 
determine themſelves, nor refer or ſuffer an Appeal to the „ 
that at leaſt they would refer the Matter over to the other Preſbytr 
of Linlithgow of equal Authority, where I now ſtatedly reſide; as 
I could no longer plague my ſelf and them with Attendance, 
nor was longer ſubject to their Juriſdiftion or InſpeRion.---- But this 
was to loſe them the political Price of a valuable Gift, by which 
ſome of them ſpoke as if every one of the Opponents in the unani- 
mous Body might aſſure a Church Preferment, if prudently mana- 
ged; ſo they refuſed alſo this Reference, tho' I offered to take it with 
any Inſtruction or Limitation. „„ 5 +. 
In June I offered another Petition, with Reaſons of Appeal intreat · 
ing no Judgment, ſecing they would give none, but begged only, 
that the Petition might be read and the Reafons of Appeal entered, 
to carry it regularly before this Synod. VV 
This was the ſole Purport of the Petition, and if it contained any 


Expreſſions quarrelable or falſe, as it was to be entered in their 
Books, and preſented alfo to the Synod, they had full Opportunity 
in a legal Way to obtain all Satisfaction from the ſpiritual or civil 


Courts, whoſe Aid they called in. „ 
Before J offered the Petition, and with a View to fix the fourth 
more indelible Stigma on the Reſolution to receive no Petition, I 
ſolemnly obtained the Court's voluntary Leave, who had before this 
received three Petitions.----As how could they refuſee? 
Another ſolemn Preliminary I demanded, was, that I might not 
be interrupted; which was alſo deliberately promiſed, and Mr. Lind- 
ſay, as in Name of thoſe who had leaſt ** rule over their own. Spi- 
rit,” promiſed Patience and Silence. , 
Under this Allowance and Promiſe, I began to read, ſecure of a 
peaceſulexit at length from the Preſbytry, as I imagined ; but had not 
read many Paragraphs, till all at once up ſtarted from their Benches, 
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one, two, three and four of the Reverend Brethren, who ſtimulated 


the reſt ſo quickly, that in an Inſtant I was confounded and ſtunned by 
an univerſal Uproar in the Court; and nothing was to be heard but in- 
articulate or broken incoherent Words of Fury and Diſtraction, re- 
founding from every Corner, of which I and the undiſturbed Mem- 
bers could gather no more than Protection Inſult--Civil Ma- 


| Liſtrate----ſtop the reading----Lord Provoſt----out. own Beaddles,--- 


tra furor brevis eſt. IT" 0 | 

Aſſoon as the Commotion was abated, and the Members who raiſed 

the Tumult had returned to their Seats ; I begged to know what 
were the cabbaliftick Phraſes that had diſtracted them. I offered 
the Petition itſelf to their deliberate Review, as containing nothing 
but Words of Soberneſs and Truth. they would not look upon it. 
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I would leave it with zu "Ns, they. would not have it.---- 
I begged that the exceptionable Words, if any there were, might 
be marked, that ſo I might either juſtify them to the Synod, or fi 1 
for them. No. This I knew for my Safety to be abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, becauſe in ſo many Inſtances they had inſert certain palpable 
and groſs Falſhoods, and expunged known Truth from their legen 
dary Minutes, as by their own Members I offer to prove. But 
the unanimous Body, or its Directors, were apparently not Maſters 
of themſelves, and would do nothing. In this Quandary, I had nc 
Relieſ but to enter an Appeal, which I did.----I was not beintteg 
to leave the Petition for a Memorandum, and ſhoutd have been re- 
ally afraid, that as in former Minutes, fo in making vp this the un- 
animous Body would deny this Fact. However as they allowed the 
Clerk to take Inſtfument- money, I hoped this Circumſtance would 
inſtruct the rer vere geſta. But not ſo, for in making up the M- 
nute, the unanimous Body concealed the Truth, and avoided all 
Difficnlty and Danger of Diſcovery thus, They make up a Mi- 
nute according, fo their former Practice, wholly out of their own 
Brain, and which had been probably wholly omitted, as thoſe in 
Marth and April, but the Clerk could not get rid of the Appeal- 
money, nor could this Fatt be ſuppreft.----Firſt, How then was the 
Refuſal to hear or receive the Petition to be juſtified, in which eve- 
ry Expreflion and Term was true and legal, and which I offered to 
Rand by: The unanimous Body had found Falſhood Truth, and 
Truth Falſhood fo often in this Proceſs, that this Dificulty was ea- | 
Gly ſurmounted, by finding virture officti the moſt juſtifiable Term. 
to be groſs and indecent, ---And who dare contradict them or aſt 
the Proof, when they have none to give but 1þ/e dixit How a- 
gain were they to anſwer in the Appeal for ſuch Conduct? This was 
not ſo very eaſy,----therefore by their Power of creating and de- 
"i ſtroying Facts ad libitum, they diſmiſs the Appeal and its Rea- 
i" ſons, and find there was none: They call the Inftrument-money, 


11 only a Proteſt, ſo Mr. Dic+/on ſhall never, think they, have 
| . Leave, to call our Proceedings in Queſtion at the Sy noc. 
l i All theſe are Facts, which by the fober-minded Getitlemen of 
Wy. the Court I undertake to verify, if ever any individual Members 


controvert them: In the mean Time, it is I hope ſufficient to juſtify 
and ſupport my Appeal, that I prove, even by the Minutesto be, 
produced with the Petition to the Synod, that a Petition with Reaſons kh 
of Appeal was offered to the Preſbytry and refuſed to be heard; and that 
a Proteſt was taken:---And the Alledgance of the Terms of my Petiti- 
on being illegal, I leave the Edinburgh Preſbytry to prove, and then 
| + : > 
*The very firſt Words which inraged.the Court, was a Complaint of 
groſs and manifeſt Iniquity, which I aſſert in all Appeals to be legal T 2 


Petiti- 
nd then 
I ſhall 
plaint of 
Terms 
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TI ſhall anſwer for them, as indeed I already offered at their Meeting in 


September, but then they ſeemed aſhamed of their own Conduct, the 
could not challenge nor accuſe mine, not even in my publiſhing the 
Letter itſelf, charging them with the blackeſt Villanies : Yet ſo hardy 
they were, that they would not for my honour, and their own juſt 
Diſgrace, ſuffer to be mark'd in their Minutes, my humble and more 
than dutiful, Offer to ſubmit if I had erred, even to their own arbi- 
trary Power, and to all the Puniſhment the Commiſſary-Court could 
inflict, or the other civil Magiſtrates to whom they raſhly appealed, 
but wiſely retrzcted it, knowing that a Review of their Proceedings 
in a College of Juſtice muſt render the unanimous Body for ever in- 
famous. | ; 
Fou will obſerve, that the Reſolution to receive no Petitions, was, 
in ſeveral ſolemn Inſtances repealed and counteracted with juſt Inta- 


my by the unanimous Body itſelf.----Yet in September again at a 
Dead- lift, the Preſbytry refered to that Reſolution, obſolete, revil- 


ed and diſgraced by the Court itſelf, and upon its Auth rity revived, 
they refuſed to receive or mark a reſpAful Petition then offered. 
Quo teneam vultus mutantem protea nodo. 

I ſhall trouble you no more, nor can I without infincerity make 
any Apology for what I have thus obliged you to read, fince I was 
foley moved by Eſteem to require your Attention to this Affair in 


the Synod, where no burden lies on me till I be required by any of 
the individual Members of the Edinburgh Preſpytry, to ſupport the 


Charge I have made, which will not be ſooner than ſome one or a- 
nother of them become as void of Truth, Reaſon and Conſiſtence 
as the Conduct of the unanimous Body hath been. 

J am to the outmoſt extent of my Ability and Occaſions of Uſeful- 
neſs to every Mortal, and beyond theſe it is unneceſſary to profeſs my 
I 
| Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


David Dickson. 


and if the Edinburgh Presbytry don't kn ow them to be ſuch, they deſerve 
to ſuffer for Ignorance ; or if they do, they deſerve to ſuffer for Contempt 
of the common Law. Theſe are the very Words for which a proud, illi- 
terate Baron Baillie once cbndemned a Party to Priſon, and for his Pains 
was himfelf afterwards condemned to an ignominious Puniſhment, which 


the Edinburgh Presbytry will ſuffer, if ever they ſubject themſelves to the 


civil Law of the Land. 
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